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Nantes. This article was first published in French in Annuaire Droit Maritime et Océanique, Université de Nantes, tome 40 XL, 
2022 and has been adapted and translated into English by CFFA with permission from the author.  



 

 

 
 

 
2 CAILLART, Benoît and BEYENS, Yolaine, “Study on the evolution of small pelagic fisheries in Northwest Africa and possible 
impacts on nutrition and food security in West Africa”, EU funded study, No. 2014-353888-1. French version available at: 
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4 On this topic, for example, see CORTEN, Ad et al., “The development of a fishmeal industry in Mauritania”, in Fisheries 

Research (2017), pp. 328-336; STANDING, Andre, “Growth in fishmeal production in Mauritania: implications for regional food 
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2-23-the-growth-of-fishmeal-production-in-mauritania-the-implications-for-regional-food-security ; GOREZ, Béatrice, 

“More aquaculture to feed the world? Not at the expense of African fishing communities”, CFFA-CAPE website, 30 November 

2021, available at: https://www.cffacape.org/publications-blog/more-aquaculture-to-feed-the-world-not-at-the-expense-

of-african-fishing-communities; or GOREZ, Béatrice, “The rich man's fish feeds on the poor man's sardinella,” CFFA-CAPE 

website, 13 July 2021, available at: https://www.cffacape.org/publications-blog/the-rich-mans-fish-feeds-on-the-poor-

mans-sardinella.  
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Nouakchott, Mauritania, 2-10 December 2019, p.114; and FAO, “Summary Report - FAO Working Group on the Assessment of 
Small Pelagic Fish off Northwest Africa 2019”, p. 7, available at: https://www.fao.org/cecaf/publications/fr/     
6 LUCCHINI, Laurent and VOELCKEL, Michel, Droit de la mer Tome I - La mer et son droit, § 231, 1990. 
7 See the website of the UN Law of the Sea Division: https://www.un.org/depts/los/index.htm under the tab “Maritime space: 
legislation and treaties (database)” as well as the FAOLEX database, available at: https://www.fao.org/faolex/country-
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8 For Mauritania, the EEZ was established by Article 3 of Order 88-120 of 31 August 1988. For Senegal, the notion of EEZ 

appears in Article 2 of the Maritime Fishing Code which was the subject of Law 2015-18 of 13 July 2015. These texts do not 

include maps or lists of coordinates. However, it should be noted that for these two countries, a delimitation treaty was signed 

with Cape Verde, on 19 September 2003 for Mauritania and on 17 February 1993 for Senegal, and that these two treaties 

contain lists of coordinates. 
9 Cf. agreement with Mauritania which refers, in the second recital of its preamble, to the EEZ extending up to 200 MM from its 

coastline (agreement published in OJ EU L 343 of 8 December 2006, p. 4). This is less clear for Senegal or the Gambia; for 

Senegal, it states that Senegalese waters are the waters under its sovereignty or jurisdiction (agreement published in OJ EU L 

304 of 23 October 2014) and, for the Gambia, that the "Gambian fishing zone" corresponds to the waters under its sovereignty 

or jurisdiction (agreement published in OJ EU L 208 of 8 August 2019, p. 3); however, it is clear that these formulations refer, 

in the said agreements, to the EEZs of these countries, or the EEZ restricted to the fishing zone (Gambia). 
10 MORIN, Michel, “Fisheries in Africa: Exclusive Economic Zones for What?”, CFFA-CAPE website, 19 May 2020, available at: 

https://www.cffacape.org/publications-blog/fisheries-in-africa-exclusive-economic-zones-for-which-purpose. 
11 We are thinking here in particular of the phenomenon of corruption, which has been well identified and described by 
INTERPOL; see §b III.3, of the abovementioned article. 
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12 See supra note 3. 
13 McCARTHY, Jeffery and CHIMATIRO, Sloans, “Independent study to identify different options in support of an improved 

functioning of the Fishery Committee for the Eastern Central Atlantic (CECAF)”, FAO, 2020, p.24, available at: 

https://doi.org/10.4060/ca9297b  
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14 This does not mean that it should not be read. On the contrary, it is an excellent example of a well-argued theoretical study, 

but one that is totally unrealistic in terms of the way international law works. One can only be puzzled by the way the terms of 

reference for this study were conceived by the FAO and the choice of consultants who were clearly unfamiliar with fisheries 

and the nature of the issues at stake.  
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faire évoluer la COMHAFAT vers une Organisation régionale de Gestion des Pêches », November 2019, available at : 
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17 See supra note 11. 
18 INTERPOL, “Study on illegal fishing off West Africa”, September 2014, available at: 
https://www.interpol.int/fr/Infractions/Criminalite-environnementale/Criminalite-liee-a-la-peche  
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19 GOREZ, Béatrice and ALI JEBALI, Mohamed, “The new EU-Mauritania agreement: towards a sustainable management of 
small pelagics in West Africa?”, CFFA-CAPE website, 18 January 2022, available at: https://www.cffacape.org/publications-
blog/the-new-eu-mauritania-agreement-towards-a-sustainable-management-of-small-pelagics-in-west-africa; see 
paragraph 4, “A regional management organisation is indispensable”, note 21 which gives access to a letter from the 
European Commission to the Long-distance Advisory Committee, an advisory council set up in accordance with Article 43 of 
Regulation 1380/2013 (the basic regulation of the EU Common Fisheries Policy). In this letter, dated 18 June 2021, the 
Commission states that "it would beneficial to establish a non-tuna RFMO covering the waters off West Africa and this is in 
fact our stated objective for CECAF under the Ocean Governance Communication".   
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