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1. Introduction

In the recent years, West African artisanal fishingaoizations, CONIPAS (Senegal),
FNP — section artisanale (Mauritania) and UNPAG (Guireapgnised that, in their
communities, there is insufficient access to infornmat&lating to responsible fisheries. In
the same way, scientists, decision makers and publicoopimio not take sufficient
account of the views of artisanal fishing professionalsether on social, economic,
cultural issues, or on our relation with the natural emrinent.

Facilitating access to information is crucial for tiplementation of the Code of Conduct
for Responsible Fisheries by members of professionah@afions, their families and the

overall coastal community. It is also important toovese, through improving information

flows, traditional knowledge, and innovations proposedalysanal professional in a
perspective of responsible fishing.

Medias, radio in particular, - as it is widely liseghto by fishing professional, even those
who are not able to read-, but also newspapers and televian play a bigger role to
improve community access to information. But informationst be presented in an
appropriate format, so as to be of interest and atdesfr all people from the
community.

That's the reason why these artisanal professionaln@af@ons decided to organize a
regional meeting between media and fishing professiot@lexplore how responsible
fisheries issues can be better publicized in coastal corties, and how communities’
point of views and experiences for promoting sustainablefies can be better known
and recognised, with media help. Given such support, coastanunities may get a
better say in the decision making process.

The organisers are convinced that information appropridtalgred to the needs of
coastal communities, and their participation in the t@eaof information is a necessary
ingredient for the implementation of the Code of CondociResponsible Fisheries. This
is because fishing professionals are not only resource bsérare also amongst the
managers of these resources.
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2. Presentation of the Organisers

The CONIPAS, Conseil National interprofessionnel de la Péche artisanale au Sénggated in
2003, unites the five organisations from the artisanal fisheotps in SenegaF-édération Nationale
des GIE de Péche du SénégaENAGIE-Péche)Collectif National des Pé&cheurs artisanaux du
SénégalCNPS),Fédération nationale des Mareyeurs du SénégBNAMS), Union Nationale des
GIE de mareyeurs du SénédbINAGIEMS), Fédération nationale des femmes transformatrices de
produits halieutiques et micro-mareyeuses du SenédATRAMS). The objective of CONIPAS

is to intervene on issues such as resource managementolcointhe access, scarcity of the
resources, etc), working conditions (security at sea, etojegwionalisation and improvement of
performances for the processing and marketing sector.

The FNP (Fédération nationale de Péche - Mauritania), was create@9i and unites five fishery
sub-sectors: artisanal fishing, industrial fishing, pelagturity, fish processing plants, services. The
artisanal fishing sub-sector is autonomous and groups 4000 pirogued &80 fishermen. It is
composed by fishermen committees, fishmongers, inputssseNemen fish processors. It defends
its members interests and is concerned with the respemsdanagement of resources, it participates
in the establishment of fisheries management plans dtmpbds, shrimps, artisanal fishing), the
implementation of biological rest periods, and the ban of reectve fishing gears such as
monofilament and multi monofilament.

The UNPAG (National Union of Artisanal fishermen in Guinea) is aorel association of fisheries
professionals created in 1996 with the objective of supportihgnfiscommunities to improve their
working and livelihood conditions through the establishment of redperf@heries. It is directed by
a bureau of 22 members and groups 10 000 members (men and womeas]! fatong the coast.
Over the last few years, we have initiated and implemeatptbject of participative surveillance
(linked to the DfID/FAO SFLP).

These professional organisations were helped to prepare and enpkim meeting by:

» Jade-SénégabndProximités Sarl (Benin), two press agencies members of the international
press agency SYFfAcreated in 1988, specialised in southern countries, particulfiitaA

« CFFA? (Coalition for Fair Fisheries Arrangements), NGO nekmoased in Brussels since
1992, which documents issues arising, for fishing communities) ®&CP-EU fisheries
relations.

* Preparatory meetings were held in Guinea and Senegditated by ADEPEG CPA in
Guinea and Lamine Niasse (member of fernational Collective in Support of
Fishworkers) in Sénégal

Finally, this meeting could not have happened without thendiah support of the FAO Fishcode
program, the CCFD (Catholic Committee against Hunger an®deelopment), the PRCM (West
African Regional Program for the Conservation of Marineastal environment) and the SENL
SIDA/Secrétariat Exécutif national de lutte contre le Sid¥auritanie.

! Syfia international websitevww.syfia.info
2 CFFA websitehttp://www.cape-cffa.org
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3. Report of the meeting

68 participants, women and men, from fishing organisationdjasienon governmental
organisations and administrations met, frofitit 7" September 2006 in the Nouadhibou
Ecole Nationale d’Enseignement Maritime et des Pé@dRatonal Maritime and Fisheries
School). TheFédération Nationale de Péche — section artisanale Noot charge of the
pratical organisation of the meeting. Foreign guestsdtay the hotehl Jazira on the
shores of Nouadhibou Bay. The objective of the meetingstablish a dialogue between
media and fishing professionals for improving awarenesgssponsible fisheries issues.

Establish a dialogue for responsible fisheries

3.1. How media and fishing professionals perceive each other

After the official launch of the meeting on MondagpBember %, the debate started on
two themes: how do artisanal fishing communities percéigemedia and how does the
media perceive artisanal fishing communities?

On how the media is perceived by fishing communities, et women from the
artisanal fishing sectors generally expressed positieavs. For example when the
communities have a problem that is ignored by the adiratizn, the media can help get
their views heard by the administration. Fishermenvaoohen processors had one major
reproach: sometimes the press speaks or writes widmuknowledge. The press also
needs to be more professional in understanding the speatfire of the fisheries sector.
The condescending attitude of some journalists towastiinff communities was also
denounced by some, of intellectuals towards those wh& witin their hands, and where
the latter, particularly in the case of women fishgassors, are often illiterate.
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But the lack of communication between professional organisatindstheir members was
also directly referred to as an obstacle in the wagrtisanal fishing communities being well
informed.

On the media side, a series of factors should be takeragtount to explain their lack of
interest in this sector. First of all, artisanal fishimgnenunities tend to be traditional societies,
where there is little in the way of novelty value, ang itherefore difficult to attract media
attention. Then, the journalists commented that oftenishan§ professionals did not want to
talk with them — that there is a certain lack of truste professionals explained that they are
often afraid to speak, particularly on sensitive subjbeetsind which are hidden important
political and economic issues, such as the devastating impfaiiegal fishing in the coastal
zone. ‘Everyone is fishing: the army is fishing, functionaries are fishing,istens are
fishing”, said one professional from the artisanal sector during the meeting.

The media representatives emphasised that the pobssl latructure: there is no networking
amongst journalists, insufficient means, above all for theat press, and this is partly
responsible for the lack of training and specialisationhef media on fisheries issues. The
need for the media to be profitable, to cover theirscosts also raised. The artisanal fishing
communities are often unable to pay for journalistsame. Solutions must be found to this
problem, either within the communities or outside. Neverteetesalk about artisanal fishing
remains, as one participant noted, low for democracy, because it provides a voice for
those who have nohe

The question was raised abeutio should approach who, the fishing professionals or the
media? If the media have to go to the field, it is also amg@nt that the communities respond
to their interests. In that regard, artisanal fishing seutest show how its future is of concern
to the society as a whole, particularly consumers.

The first day concluded with the visit of Nouadhibou autonornastisanal fishing harbour.
This visit really showed the participants that Nouadhibddasiritania fish capital. Artisanal
fishing is particularly dynamic there. At the time of thsit, towards the end of the afternoon,
tired crews arrived to unload their cargoes of octoplenormous croakers. A large part goes
to the nearby processing factories, from where it is ggdo Japan or to Europe. In the port,
women could be seen haggling with the fishermen over a few ddlbsh.

= Visit to Nouadhibou autonomous fishing harbour
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3.2. Discussion on sustainable fisheries issues

Eco-systems conservation, participative management, fight against Aids

On the second day, attention was drawn to particular igkaéshould be focused on when
raising awareness on sustainable fisheries.

To provide a framework for the discussion, a first commuioicawas made by the FAO
representative in Nouakchott about the FAO Code of Conducesponsible fisheries. Even
if most participants knew about the existence of the Code of Corilaenajority of them did
know its details, and many participants requested, after @sempation, to receive a copy of
the Code to be able to use fully its potential.

The day went on, enriched by a series of communicationkemnes such as the functioning
of marine and coastal ecosystems, participative managemmhtthe fight against aids in
coastal communities. Animated discussions were punctuatedl fegular Mauritanian tea
service that kept participants awake and full of energy.

Echos from the Exchanges

The discussion on the functioning of coastal and marine deosysvas introduced by the
PRCM (Programme Régional de Conservation de la zone e@teMarine en Afrique de
l'ouest) and illustrated by a film, produced by the SenegaM&O Océanium, on the
damages to the coastal eco-system made by monofilamenbstats doastal waters.

Participants debated the various stakeholders responsibititieking care of these fragile
coastal eco systems. Many denounced, for example, the womiise of destructive fishing
practices such as trawlers or mono filament, even whenathgltlen by law. Some remarked
that monofilament, although its use is forbidden, is stillilake on the market without
problems, highlighting authorities responsibility in adogtancoherent approach on this issue.
How medias report on environmental issues was also discussed.

The next issue for debate, - participation of coastal comiasnit fisheries management-,
was introduced by a presentation of the regional pilot projettiesl “Coastal Fisheries
Participative Management”, initiated by the FAO Sustdmabisheries Livelihoods
Programme (SFLP). Debate followed, first about how to devalo‘responsible fishing
culture”, but also about the necessity, illustrated byitfiigtive, for all initiatives to develop
an information, education and communication strategy. In FePSnitiative, this strategy
was built on three communication dimensions: lobbying (utstihal communication), social
mobilization (communication for organized groups supporting aut@at®n process) and
communication for change of behavior (for professionals as duhis).

As a result of this approach, it was said that fishingfgsionals were not feeling
marginalised, but felt they were considered fully asizemits, with rights and
responsibilities.

Finally, the Mauritanian association for the fight ag&iAids intervened to remind to the
participants that health in coastal communities is asgustainable fisheries issue.
Fishermen practices, like migrating fishermen who go away ftheir families for long
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periods render fishing communities particularly vulnerableAids. If treatment doesn’t
exist now, as was explained by the association, difiesuare still important mainly due
to the fact that the disease is socially stigmaitisend it's difficult for people to say
publicly they have Aids and accept the treatment.

Two visits were organized. Beginning of the afternooe,\isit to Radio FM Nouadhibou
allowed participants, fishing professionals in particular.e® lsow this media functions on a
daily basis. The director of Radio FM Nouadhibou also éxpthhow fisheries issues were
dealt with in the radio’s prorams. At the end of the @angther visit brought the participants
to the processing plant SEPH. This plant, complying withrmiatiional standards, exports its
products to Asia and Europe.

Visit Radio FM Nouadhibou
Women fish processors in SEPH
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3.3. Initiatives by fishing professionals to promote
responsible fisheries

The third day started by exchanging on initiatives takeridhyng professionals from the
different countries for raising awareness on sustainable iBsher

Artisanal fishing professionals from Guineaminded that the Guinean continental shelf was
the biggest submerged surface in Atlantic Africa, offerindy woastal fisheries resources,
coveted by many foreign fleets. They highlighted the ingmm# of the fisheries sector, the
artisanal in particular, for food security and employment: 49%nimal protein consumption
in Guinea come from fisheries, and more than 112 000jobs come froectbe s

Artisanal fishermen are confronted by multiple problemgerfishing in the coastal zone,
particularly by trawlers engaged in illegal fishing, nuouer deadly accidents caused by
collisions between these trawlers, - that fish by nigmg pirogues, non assistance to the
victims of these accidents, etc. A film, made in collaboratwith the Guinean artisanal
fishing sector and local support NGO, was shown on the dancageed by illegal fishing in
Guinea. Whilst the artisanal fishing sector keeps denngribese facts, they have also been
involved in a participative coastal zone surveillance progranimeeeby contributing actively
to the fight against illegal fishing.

One of many boats engaged in IUU fishing, arrested in 2005 in Guinea

Another central issue was raised: the problems encourigredmen fish smokers to access
fish supplies, given the scarcity of resources, and to fimdmarkets for their products, and
to process and package their products for such markets, \Wemgen took things into their
hands and now have regular meetings between the difigraunps of fish smokers to inform
each other about where to get the fish, where to sell it, dtpwicas, etc

By working in the field the media also play an importesie, as was illustrated by the
broadcasting of extracts of th&dnier de la Ménagefeprogram (‘Family Food Baskét
program). Journalists interview fisheries professional inr tverking environment to raise
awareness amongst consumers about sustainable fisherigsthesiish found in the family
food basked.
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Senegalese fishing profession#ien took the floor. Currently, the artisanal fishing seat
Senegal is going through difficult times: volume of catctd size of fish caught are
decreasing, and processing plants have difficulties geatiaig supplies. This leads to loss of
jobs, closures, increasing fishing communities poverty.

Many initiatives have been taken in recent years bkirig professionals to address the
situation. These include: setting up of local fisheries m@ament committees, involving all
professionals who depend directly from a certain fishing zonésberies, setting up of
artificial reefs, setting up of marine protected areas, etc

However, fishing communities are still suffering fromaak of communication on fishing
policies. To address that, the CONIPAS elaborated a comntionigdan, taking into account
grassroots communities and local fisheries committedactiitate the information flow. But

this plan will not succeed without the efficient collabamatof private and public media. This
initiative of professional organizations to design and implénappropriate communication
strategies and plans was widely discussed.

Mauritanian fishing professionaldescribed a particular case of artisanal fishing sector
participation in fisheries management: the implementatiba biological rest period in
the artisanal fishing sector. It was highlighted that suclogical rest is also a rest period
for the whole coastal ecosystem. The results oh sneasures, initiated and implemented
by the professionals, were discussed. If catchegusseafter a biological rest period, this
improvement doesn’t last for fisheries where fishing capais in excess. However,
biological rest period is a measure easy to put in pladegacontrol, particularly with the
increasing use of VMS which will, in the future, allowdynamic pattern of biological rest
period per fisheries and per zones, with limited riskisaafd. In Mauritania, the biological
rest is socially well accepted. This measure helpsrtmtsre different activities (fishing,
maintenance, repairs etc) by forcing artisanal fishertoerarry out non-fishing activities
during the rest period. The maintenance of the piroguggrencrewmembers’ holidays
are also programmed during the biological rest period.

These presentations per country led to comparisons fefetices between the situations
existing in the various countries, and on the way to addvesh differences, particularly
through a continuous flow of information amongst stakehsldeym the region, so to

arrive at harmonized positions and common initiativesilatregional level.

This third day finished with a cultural evening, where pgradiots and representatives of
the authorities were invited to share a meal undeh#wng the Mauritanian nomads’

traditional tent, whilst listening to a group of young singemnf Nouadhibou. Their

repertoire, a mixture of traditional and modern musigked the anxieties of young
people for the future but also the fact that they agectiuntry’s future. This reflected well
participants thoughts: the future of West African artitdisheries depends on fishing
community youth!

10
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3.4. The role of the media in promoting sustainable fisheries

With regard to the role of the media in raising awargmdshe need for responsible fisheries,
several avenues were explored, like the need for the nediseta language appropriate for
their interactions with coastal communities (using loaablLiages, greater use of the radio to
disseminate messages including to people who are illiterate).

Several basic issues were put forward for the mediake u@, like the duality within the
artisanal fishery, especially concerning exporting on the and,hand resource management
and environmental conservation on the other. The press canaplaje in influencing
behaviour within communities, promoting what is compatibléhwsustainable fishing. The
press also have a role to play in highlighting the impaeaof artisanal fishing in
employment creation for deprived social classes that havgarticular training or expertise,
or in the capitalisation and popularisation of experiengeed practices and innovations. For
complex technical issues, like the agreement on hygiene éaryastiandards, journalists have
a role to play in helping the professionals understand gbees that underpin technical
guestions. Finally a strong plea was made to tailor theat@wh and diffusion of information
to the interests of young people and children, as the future ofdiwe sein their hands.

At the end of the four days, the first commitment madeheyparticipants towards raising
awareness about responsible fisheries was to createtaA¥ilean network of journalists for
sustainable fisheries.

And, before the final curtain fell, the Guinean womergsararewell song, as is the tradition
after a family reunion...

«In five years time, in ten years time, whether alone or togetrewould like to
continue to eat these same fish that were served up during our stayauibou,
without being told that the price has increased because there is atgcarithout
being told that the species demanded no longer exist... the issue of sustainable fishery
resource exploitation is not only the concern of artisanal fishing comiesinit is a
guestion of survival and of sovereignty for all...Responsible fisherieseresnc
everyone.»

Extract from the concluding speech

11
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4. Recommendations

Participants at the “Workshop for West African Mediad aArtisanal Sector
Professionals to raise awareness about responsible maeagesh fisheries
resources”, held in Nouadhibou, Mauritania from 4 to 7 Septenii¥s6,
recommended that:

Regarding the conservation of resources, States should:

- ensure that responsible fishing practices are respectac;andance with
the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, andrbdating, dredging
and the use of monofilament in the coastal zone;

- take all necessary measures to safeguard the enviroanegktite coastal
marine ecosytem;

- implement all provisions necessary for transparency, monitorthg@mtrol
of illegal fishing activities;

- make public, through the media, information about illegal fishiagtes
(details of vessels, crew, flag, fine imposed, ship owner, etcgthasvthe results of
the penalties imposed.

The Sub Regional Fisheries Committee (SRFC/CSRP)should:
- associate and directly involve artisanal fishing professionalniggtions in its
activities, in the decision-making process and in monitoring its pregra

Professional Artisnanal Fishing Organizations should:

- consolidate internal democracy and ensure transparency and goocbgoee
in their activities;

- strengthen the participation of women in their decision-making psese

- provide facilities for communication (fishermen’s centres, et@raness
raising, education, information, and training of artisanal fishing commanit

A Communications Strategy should be put in place for all activities underialtee
fisheries sector, including:

- the creation of community radio programmes to inform the generatpubl
about fishing activities;

- publishing a regional paper devoted to all the aspects of fishing;

- the organization of specialized training courses for the media a@riésh
issues

- Popularisation of fisheries research results carried oatégnographic and
fisheries related research institutions

12
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5. Results and follow up of the recommendations

Overall, the meeting provided opportunities to exchangemences and points of view
between fishing community representatives and media arm@spdnsible fisheries issues.

The role that West African journalists can play tettér transmit these issues was
discussed in detail and the constitution of a West Afrigaurnalists’ network for
responsible fisheries is a first step to answer sunbezas.

The networking between all participants, supported by exidisaussion forums (such as
the CTA e-consultation on ACP-EU fisheries relatjons existing networks (such as
PRCM) will allow a better dissemination of fishing conmiies point of views on
responsible fisheries issues.

Concrete proposals have also been put on the tablaydingl a series of radio
programmes on fisheries, journalist training, and thepementation is to be followed in
the next months.

The report of the meeting, in French and English, belllargely distributed to decision
makers, media and professionals. It needs to be nbtddntany press articles were
published before, during and after the event in the ratimedia of the region, ensuring a
large publicity of the issues raised.

Finally, in terms of implementation of the recommeratda, it needs to be noted that
three weeks after the meeting, the three professmnganizations were invited, for the
first time, to participate to a Sub Regional Fisler@mmittee meeting in charge of
debating artisanal fisheries management in the subrregio

Contacted by CFFA, the presidents of UNPAG, FNP-seditisanale, and CONIPAS
said they were very happy of the results of their pigdtion to that meeting. The
president of UNPAG insisted on the exchange of experiebheeseen professionals,
administrations and scientists that this meeting effelRealities are different in each of
the SRFC countries. But some have an experience in a particular areatlaard can
benefit from it. For example, in the case of Guinea, professior@alfvike pirogues to
be immatriculated, and we have now been able to receive information abotiisdas
been achieved in Mauritania and Senegal. If administrations, professionals antstsi
join hands and share professionals experiences from the various countregsanal
fisheries management, it will be very positive".

The president of CONIPAS insists on the fact thtis" opening created between
professionals, scientists and administrations from the sub region i®kaysustainable
management of the fisherie©rganising professionals at the sub regional levelss a
goal. Thus, he explains thaprbfessional organisations attending the SRFC meeting
proposed a federation at sub regional level of artisanal professional organisatione
issue being to see how to involve artisanal professionals from SRFCiesuntrere a
national organisation doesn't exist yet".

13
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The president of the FNP-section artisanale expressetkshan behalf of artisanal
professional organisations, to the SRFC for allowingr theifive participation during the
whole meeting We have been able to express our point of view on all the topiosehat
discussed, and our concerns have been listened to by administrationsts exper
scientists. He welcomed this first opportunity which also meetse oof the

recommandations made by artisanal professionals and.media

This report synthesis is from CFFA (October 2006).

Pictures have been kindly provided by PRCM. The picture showing gal ilishing boat
is extracted from the campaign material on illegal fishing in Guineaquéther by
Environmental Justice Foundation with the support of UNPAG and ADEPEG CP
(Guinea)
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